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NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS.

British Museum: Catalogue of the Coins of the Gupta Dynasties
and of Sasahlca, King of Gauda. By John Allan, M. A.,
Assistant in the Department of Coins. With 24 Plates.
London, Printed by order of the Trustees, 1914-.

THE Catalogue of the early pre-Muhammadan Indian Coins
in the British Museum, begun many years ago by Professor
Percy Gardner's standard work on the Graeco-Bactrian and
Indo-Scythian issues, was continued after a long interval by
Professor Rapson's exhaustive treatise on the obscure coinages
of the Andhras and their contemporaries. Mr. John Allan
has now produced a third volume dealing with the coinage of
the Imperial Gupta Dynasty in the fourth and fifth centuries
of the Christian era, and also with certain minor connected
mintages. Mr. Allan's work -is quite equal in quality to that
accomplished by his eminent predecessors. His catalogue has
been produced, as is always the case with the publications
of the Trustees of the British Museum, regardless of expense,
the plates being numerous and beautifully executed, while
the legends of each coin are reproduced in facsimile. The
printing is accurate, and clerical errors or misprints are
extremely few, Mr. Allan has devoted special study to the
subject for several years past, and has read everything pub-
lished concerning it. His official position has enabled him to
collect material from a great variety of sources and to enrich
his catalogue by the inclusion of specimens not comprised in
the Museum series, which is by far the best in the world.

The Gupta coinage having been studied by me from time to
time for more than thirty years, I propose to discuss briefly
some of the more interesting problems suggested by the coins.
As might be expected, Mr. Allan has been able to make some
corrections in my work, especially in the reading of certain
legends. He has devoted immense pains to the elucidation of
the more difficult legends and has attained considerable suc-
cess, although a good many details still remain obscure.

The coinage of the Imperial Gupta Dynasty is by far the
most interesting of the Hindu series of coins, as distinguished
from the essentially foreign Graeco-Bactrian and the more
than half-foreign Indo-Scythian series. The only Hindu
coins possessing any substantial claim to artistic merit are
those belonging to a few classes of the gold issues struck by
the great Gupta emperors within the space of about a century,